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Manual at a glance 

 

¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƻƴ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀǎ ό²5t!ύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ 

ǳƴŘŜǊǇƛƴƴƛƴƎ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ tƭŀƴŜǘΦ Protected Planet® is a joint product of UN Environment and IUCN, 

managed by UNEP-WCMC and the IUCN working with governments, communities and collaborating 

partners.¢ƘŜ ²5t! Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŜŘ ŀǘ www.protectedplanet.netΣ where it is 

integrated with other relevant information. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ²5t! ¦ǎŜǊ aŀƴǳŀƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƘŜƭŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t!Σ 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘΣ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ 

ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ aŀƴǳŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ²5t! Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǳǎŜǊǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ п ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ с ŀǇǇŜƴŘƛŎŜǎΦ 

{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ м ƛǎ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ƛǘǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

L¦/b tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ 

Section 2 describes the WDPA Data Standards which aim is to ensure that the data is supplied in a 

common format that is globally interoperable and useable. 

{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ о ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǇƛƴƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

²5t! Řŀǘŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ 

{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ п ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘΣ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƛǘŜŘΣ 

ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǳǎŜΦ  

¢ƘŜ ²5t! ǳǎŜǊ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ƛǎ ŀ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻǊ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΦ CƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǊƛŜǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǳǎŜΣ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘŀǊŜŀǎϪǳƴŜǇπǿŎƳŎΦƻǊƎΦ    

   

   

{ƘƻǊǘŎǳǘǎ 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΚ Ą Dƻ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ мΣ ǇŀƎŜ с 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ²5t! Řŀǘŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΚ Ą Dƻ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ нΣ ǇŀƎŜ мн 

Iƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŘŀǘŀΚ Ą Dƻ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ оΣ ǇŀƎŜ мт 

Iƻǿ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ²5t!Κ Ą Dƻ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ пΦм ŀƴŘ пΦоΣ ǇŀƎŜ нт 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǳǎŜΚ Ą Dƻ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ пΦнΣ ǇŀƎŜ нт 

Iƻǿ Řƻ L ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ŦƻǊ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎΚ Ą Dƻ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ пΦрΣ ǇŀƎŜ ну 
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мΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƻƴ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀǎΚ 

мΦмΦ .ŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

 

¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƻƴ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀǎ ό²5t!ύ ƛǎ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ¦b 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜ όL¦/bύΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦b 

9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ό¦b9tπ²/a/ύΣ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƴƻƴπƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ²5t! ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǊǊŜǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ 

Řŀǘŀ όƛΦŜΦ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎύ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ Řŀǘŀ όƛΦŜΦ ǘŀōǳƭŀǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴύΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Protected Planet (www.protectedplanet.net) ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƛǎ ōƻǘƘ 

ǾƛŜǿŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŀōƭŜΦ  

¢ƘŜ ²5t! ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфумΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ мфрф ǿƘŜƴ 

ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ό¦bύ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ΨŀǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ŧŀǳƴŀ ŀƴŘ ŦƭƻǊŀ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 

ǎǘŀǘŜΩ wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ тмо ό··±LLLύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ¦b [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀǎΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴΣ ǿŀǎ 

ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфснΦ  

 

 

CƛƎǳǊŜ мΦм IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƻƴ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀǎ 

http://www.protectedplanet.net/
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¢ƘŜ ²5t! ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ L¦/b tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀǎ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 

ƛƴ мффп ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ нллуΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦b ƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŦƻǊƳŀǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²5t! όǿǿǿΦǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘǇƭŀƴŜǘΦƴŜǘύ ǿŀǎ 

ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмл ŀƴŘ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмрΦ !ƭǎƻ ƛƴ нлмрΣ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΦ Lƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƪŜȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ 

ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ¦b [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀǎ ό5ŜƎǳƛƎƴŜǘ Ŝǘ 

ŀƭΦ нлмпύΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ tƭŀƴŜǘ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмнΣнлмпΣ ŀƴŘ 

нлмс ό.ŜǊǘȊƪȅ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ нлмпΤ WǳŦŦŜπ.ƛƎƴƻƭƛ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ нлмпŀΤ ¦b9tπ²/a/ ŀƴŘ L¦/b нлмсύΣǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 

!ǎƛŀ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ tƭŀƴŜǘ wŜǇƻǊǘ όWǳŦŦŜπ.ƛƎƴƻƭƛ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ нлмпōύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ tƭŀƴŜǘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ 

{ŜǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ YƻǊŜŀ ό¦b9tπ²/a/ ŀƴŘ Ybt{ нлмсύΦ Lƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмсΣ Dƭƻōŀƭ 

5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜǎ ǘƻ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ L//!{Υ ŀ aŀƴǳŀƭ ŦƻǊ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ tŜƻǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ [ƻŎŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ 

ό¦b9tπ²/a/ нлмсύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ Řŀǘŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ όL//!ǎύΦ 

 

1.2. The WDPA today 

¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ¦b [ƛǎǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²5t!Φ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ²5t! Ƙŀǎ 

ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ 

ŀǊŜŀǎΦ The WDPA is compiled in collaboration with a wide range of governmental and non-

governmental organizations which submit protected area data to UNEP-WCMC. These are referred 

to in this document as data providersΦ Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ 

Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ²5t! Řŀǘŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ 

ƛƴ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ нΦ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ о ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘΣ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊƳƻƴƛǎŜŘ 

ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²5t!Φ ¢ƘŜ ²5t! Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ŀƳǇƭŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ 

ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ bDhǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ό{ŜŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ пύΦ 

Our vision is a world where the global community recognises the value of protected areas (PA), 

and other effective area-based conservation measures (OECMs), and their contribution to achieve 

conservation and development goals, and is empowered to take positive action to maintain and 

improve their integrity in the face of global change taking decisions based on the best possible 

information. 

http://www.protectedplanet.net/
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CƛƎǳǊŜ мΦн ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƻƴ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ WǳƴŜ нлмтΦ 

мΦоΦ {ƛǘŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t! 

In 2010, the countries of the world agreed on the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) Strategic 

Plan 2011 - 2020 to halt biodiversity loss and ensure the sustainable use of natural resources (CBD 

2010). The plan includes 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets to be met by 2020 and acknowledges the 

central role of protected areas in meeting biodiversity conservation goals. Target 11 sets out a series 

of equally important and necessary elements that a global protected area network should deliver: 

By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland water areas and 10 per cent of coastal and 

marine areas, especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services, are 

conserved through effectively and equitably managed, ecologically representative and well-

connected systems of protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures, and 

integrated into the wider landscape and seascape (CBD, 2010). 

The WDPA accepts data on protected areas according to the IUCN definition of a protected area 

(see section 1.3.1.)Φ ! ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ΨмΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ t!ψ59C ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

In the future, when the WDPA begins to include OECMs (see section 1.3.2), if these areas are not 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ΨлΩΦ 

UNEP-WCMC accepts the assurance of governments that all the data they submit to the WDPA team 

meets the standard definition of protected areas. 

мΦоΦмΦ {ƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ 

¢ƘŜ ²5t! ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜƭȅ 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘŜǊritories and areasΦ ¢ƘŜ 
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²5t! ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ L¦/b ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ .ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ό/.5ύ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ 

ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ŀǎ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t!Υ 

L¦/b ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴΥ 

ά! ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘΣ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘΣ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜŀƴǎΣ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦέ ό5ǳŘƭŜȅ нллуύ 

/.5 ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴΥ 

ά! ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƻǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ 

ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎέ ό!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ н ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ .ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 

ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ у ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ /.5 {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ŀƴŘ L¦/b ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 

ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ό[ƻǇƻǳƪƘƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŀǎ нлмнύΦ 

мΦоΦнΦ {ƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ 

The IUCN and CBD definitions of a protected area may not capture other areas that might have a 

positive contribution to conservation. The existence of these areas is recognized by the Aichi 

.ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ¢ŀǊƎŜǘ мм ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ άΧƻǘƘŜǊ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀǊŜŀ-ōŀǎŜŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎέΦ There is as 

yet no agreed methodology to identify these areas, and there is no global database that compiles 

records of such sites.  

UNEP-WCMC is participating in an IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas task force that aims 

ǘƻ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ΨƻǘƘŜǊ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀǊŜŀ-ōŀǎŜŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΩ όOECMs). Depending on the 

recommendations of the task force, these areas may eventually be included in the WDPA alongside 

protected areas. 

To inform the work of the task force, UNEP-WCMC is gathering data on potential OECMs on which 

to conduct analyses. Submissions of potential OECM datasets (i.e. any sites that are not considered 

to be protected areas, but are still considered part of a conservation system) are appreciated. These 

datasets should be provided in the format of the WDPA schema where possible. For more 

information, contact protectedareas@unep-wcmc.org.   

 

1.4. IUCN Standards in the WDPA 

¢ƘŜ L¦/b tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ƘŜƭǇ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ό5ǳŘƭŜȅ нллуύΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ L¦/b DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ¢ȅǇŜǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ 

ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƘƻ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ό.ƻǊǊƛƴƛπ

CŜȅŜǊŀōŜƴŘ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ нлмоύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƛǎ 

mailto:protectedareas@unep-wcmc.org
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ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ¢ŀōƭŜ мΦмΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ often independent of 

governance and management structures.  

¢ŀōƭŜ мΦмΦ ¢ƘŜ IUCN Protected Area Management Category and Governance Type matrix Source: Borrini-
Feyerabend et al. 2013 

Governance 
types 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Protected area 
categories 

A. Governance by 
government 

B. Shared 
governance 

C. Private governance D. Governance by 
indigenous 
peoples and local 
communities 
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I a. Strict 
Nature Reserve 

           

Ib. Wilderness 
Area 

           

II. National 
Park  

           

III. Natural 
Monument 

           

IV. Habitat/ 
Species 
Management 

           

V. Protected 
Landscape/ 
Seascape 

           

VI. Managed 
Resource 
Protected Area 

           

 

¢ƘŜ ²5t! ǎǘƻǊŜǎ ōƻǘƘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΦ Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмпΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ср҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ L¦/b 

aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ уу҈ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ǘȅǇŜ όWǳŦŦŜπ.ƛƎƴƻƭƛ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ нлмпύΦ ¦b9tπ²/a/ 

encourages the adoption of the IUCN standards ōǳǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴ ƻǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ōȅ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ. 

While the use of the IUCN tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ system is voluntary, it is widely 

accepted as a standard and used by many countries. Categorising protected areas under the IUCN 

tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ /ategories assists in facilitating comparisons between countries for 

research purposes and reduces the confusion that has arisen from the adoption of many different 

terms and designations that describe the same kind of protected areas in different parts of the 

world. 

There are still many protected areas for which there is no IUCN Protected Area Management 

Category assignedΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ 
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ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΣ ƴƻǊ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜƭȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ 

ƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎΦ  

мΦрΦ ²5t! 5ŀǘŀ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ 

 

The World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA) is stored as a file geodatabase comprising two 

datasets and one source table (Figure 1.3). 

¶ Two feature classes: one with polygons and with points; both with associated spatial and 

tabular information of protected areas key attributes (See section 2). As of January 2016, 

ǘƘŜ ²5t! ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ нмтΣфрр ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ фм҈ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƻƭȅƎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ф҈ 

ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ 

¶ One source table: the WDPA source table describes the source of the data in the WDPA, 

containing information on the data provider, currency of dataset and other metadata (See 

section 2).  

 

   CƛƎǳǊŜ мΦо {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƻƴ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀǎ 

The WDPA ID is the globally unique identifier for each protected area in the WDPA and as such 

acts as the parent identifier of the database. Thus, it is specific to a protected area in a specified 

geographical space, and does not change over time unless the designation for that protected area 

changes or disappears. It is important to note that different designations of protected areas may 

occupy the same geographical space in which case each of these will have a different WDPA ID. For 

example, Yellowstone National Park in the United States is a National Park, but it is also a natural 

World Heritage site. Each designation will have a different WDPA ID. For more information on the 

WDPA ID see section 2.2 and Appendix 1. In addition, and linked to the WDPA ID, the WDPA PID 

(Parcel ID) allows the identification of parcels (also known as zones) within a protected area. A 

detailed description of both attributes is available in Appendix 1. 
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2. WDPA Data standards 

 

Data in the WDPA must meet the WDPA data standards. These were developed in 2010, regularly 

updated and subsequently revised in 2015 to ensure consistency in the way the WDPA is compiled 

checked, managed, and presented. Standards are important to ensure all information is supplied in 

a common format that is interoperable and useful for a wide variety of reporting and analytical 

purposes. Box 2.1 summarises the four key requirements that need to be met to comply with the 

WDPA data standards. This section provides specific details for each of these requirements. 

Box 2.1. Four requirements to meet the WDPA data standards 

1. All sites must meet the IUCN definition of a protected area 

2. Spatial data from Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and an associated list of 

attributes must be provided 

3. Source of information must be provided 

4. The WDPA Data Contributor Agreement must be signed 

 

2.1. Spatial data 

The WDPA is based on the Geographic Coordinate System: World Geodetic Survey (WGS) 1984. Each 

protected area in the WDPA is either represented as a polygon boundary, or if unavailable, a point 

location. This will depend on the nature of the data provided by the source. A maximum of two 

feature classes should be submitted ς one containing all the polygon data and the other all the point 

data for any protected areas without boundary data. A data submission will only be accepted if a 

geographic location is provided, preferably as a spatial boundary.  

Polygon Data                                            

Polygon data represents the boundary of the protected area 

as submitted by the data provider. A polygon may be single-

part, or multi-part, where there are multiple non-connecting 

parts associated with the same protected area. A multi-part 

polygon accounts for only one WDPA ID in the attribute table 

(see Figure 2.1). 

              

                    

                                                                                          Figure 2.1. Single-part and multi-part polygons 
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Point Data 

Where boundary data is unavailable, the latitude and 

longitude of the centermost point of the site is requested as a 

reference point for the protected area instead. Although this 

is strongly encouraged, data providers are not always able to 

submit such information. Therefore, it should not be assumed 

that all points in the WDPA represent a central point of a given 

site. If the protected area is made up of multiple parts, multi-

points associated with the central locations of each part of the 

protected area may be stored instead (see Figure 2.2).  

                                         

Figure 2.2. Single points and multi-points 

 

2.2. Attribute Data 

¢ƘŜ ²5t! ǎǘƻǊŜǎǳǇ ǘƻ нф ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƻǊǎΣ ǊŜŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ Řŀǘŀ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜǎŎƛōŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

²5t!Φ ¢ƘŜ ²5t! Řŀǘŀ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōǳƭŀǊ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǘƻǘƘŜ ²5t! Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭȅƎƻƴ 

ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎΥ 

¶ ! ΨƳƛƴƛƳǳƳΩ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘ ǘƻ 

ōŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t!Φ ! Řŀǘŀ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƛŦ ŀƭƭ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ 

ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ 

¶ ! ΨŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΩ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t!Φ 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻƴ 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ 5ŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ²5t! ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŀǊŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ŀōƭŜ нΦм ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ƛƴ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ мΦ
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¢ŀōƭŜ нΦм {ǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ό±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ мΦрύΦ CƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǎŜŜ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ м Φ 

No Requirement Provided by Field Name Type Length Accepted values 

1 Minimum  UNEP-WCMC WDPAID Number (Double) N/A Assigned by UNEP-WCMC. Unique identifier for a protected Area. 

2 Minimum UNEP-WCMC WDPA_PID Text (String) 52 Assigned by UNEP-WCMC. Unique identifier for parcels or zones within a protected area. 

3 Minimum Data provider PA_DEF Text (String) 20 Allowed values: 1 (meets IUCN and/or CBD PA definition); 0 (does not meet IUCN and/or 

CBD PA definition (currently stored outside WDPA)). 

4 Minimum Data provider NAME Text (String) 254 Name of the protected area (PA) as provided by the data provider. 

5 Minimum Data provider ORIG_NAME Text (String) 254 Name of the protected area in original language. 

6 Minimum Data provider DESIG Text (String) 254 Name of designation. 

7 Complete Data provider DESIG_ENG Text (String) 254 Designation in English. Allowed values for international-level designations: Ramsar Site, 
Wetland of International Importance; UNESCO-MAB Biosphere Reserve; World Heritage 
Site. Allowed values for regional-level designations: Baltic Sea Protected Area (HELCOM); 
Specially Protected Area (Cartagena Convention); Marine Protected Area (CCAMLR); 
Marine Protected Area (OSPAR); Site of Community Importance (Habitats Directive); 
Special Protection Area (Birds Directive); Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean 
Importance (Barcelona Convention). No fixed values for protected areas designated at a 
national level. 

8 Minimum Data provider DESIG_TYPE Text (String) 20 Allowed values: National, Regional, International, Not Applicable 

9 Complete Data provider IUCN_CAT Text (String) 20 Allowed values: Ia, Ib, II, III, IV, V, VI, Not Applicable, Not Assigned, Not Reported 

10 Minimum UNEP-WCMC INT_CRIT Text (String) 100 Assigned by UNEP-WCMC. For World Heritage and Ramsar sites only. 

11 Minimum Data provider MARINE Text (String) 20 Allowed values: 0 (100% Terrestrial PA), 1 (Coastal: marine and terrestrial PA), and 2 (100 

% marine PA). 

12 Minimum Data provider REP_M__AREA Number (Double) N/A Marine area in square kilometers. 

13 Minimum UNEP-WCMC GIS_M_AREA Number (Double) N/A Assigned by UNEP-WCMC. 

14 Minimum Data provider REP_AREA Number (Double) N/A Area in square kilometers. 

15 Minimum UNEP-WCMC GIS_AREA Number (Double) N/A Assigned by UNEP-WCMC. 

16 Complete Data provider NO_TAKE Text (String) 50 Allowed values: All, Part, None, Not Reported, Not Applicable (if Marine field = 0). 
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No Requirement Provided by Field Name Type Length Accepted values 

17 Complete Data provider NO_TK_AREA Number (Double) N/A Area of the no-take area in square kilometers 

18 Minimum Data provider STATUS Text (String) 100 Allowed values: Proposed, Inscribed, Adopted, Designated, Established. 

19 Minimum Data provider STATUS_YR Number (Long Integer) 12 Year of enactment of status (STATUS field).  

20 Complete Data provider GOV_TYPE Text (String) 254 Allowed values: Federal or national ministry or agency, Sub-national ministry or agency, 

Government-delegated management, Transboundary governance, Collaborative 

governance, Joint governance, Individual landowners, Non-profit organisations, For-profit 

organisations, Indigenous peoples, Local communities, Not Reported. 

21 Complete Data provider OWN_TYPE Text (String) 254 Allowed values: State, Communal, Individual landowners, For-profit organisations, Non-

profit organisations, Joint ownership, Multiple ownership, Contested, Not Reported. 

22 Complete Data provider MANG_AUTH Text (String) 254 Individual or group that manages the protected area. 

23 Complete Data provider MANG_PLAN Text (String) 254 [ƛƴƪ ƻǊ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴΦ 

24 Minimum UNEP-WCMC VERIF Text (String) 20 Assigned by UNEP-WCMC. Fixed values: State Verified, Expert Verified, Not Reported (for 

ǳƴǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘ Řŀǘŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ±ŜǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ 

field). 

25 Minimum UNEP-WCMC RESTRICT Text (String) 20 Not publicly available, for UNEP-WCMC use only. 

26 Minimum UNEP-WCMC METADATAID Number (Long Integer) 12 Assigned by UNEP-WCMC. Link to source table. 

27 Complete Data provider SUB_LOC Text (String) 100 Allowed values: ISO 3166-2 sub-national code where the PA is located. 

28 Minimum Data provider PARENT_ISO3 Text (String) 20 Allowed values: ISO 3166-3 character code of country where the PA is located. 

29 Minimum Data provider ISO3 Text (String) 20 Allowed values: ISO 3166-3 character code of country or territory where the PA is 

located. 
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нΦоΦ {ƻǳǊŎŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

Recording accurate source information in the WDPA is important to ensure that ownership of the 

data is maintained and traceable. Source information includes details on the data provider and 

currency of the data at the time it was provided. This information is stored in the WDPA Source 

¢ŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ōȅ ǘƘŜ ΨaŜǘŀŘŀǘŀ L5ΩΦ A data submission will only be accepted if the 

source information is provided. 

The WDPA Source Table conforms to the minimum geographic information and services standards 

for metadata as described by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO)1. Guidance 

and definitions on the source information requirements can be found in Appendix 1. The source 

table also includes information on the party responsible for verifying the data, where relevant. This 

information is completed by UNEP-WCMC in collaboration with the data verifier.  

2.4. Data Contributor Agreement 

Data contributors who provide data for inclusion in the WDPA are requested to sign the WDPA Data 

Contributor Agreement. This ensures that there is a written record of the data provider agreeing for 

their intellectual property (IP) to be included in the WDPA and the terms for which it is made 

available. The agreement specifically states how the data provided will be used and that and 

redistribution or use of the data by third parties will be subject to the WDPA Terms of Use. 

The data contributor agreement will be provided by UNEP-WCMC and should be signed before a 

new dataset is published. A data submission will only be accepted if the WDPA Data Contributor 

Agreement is signed. A template of the agreement is available on request from 

protectedareas@unep-wcmc.org.  

 

 

                                                           
1 ISO (2009) Standards Guide ς ISO/TC 211 Geographic Information/Geomatics. 2009-06-01. 

www.isotc211.org/Outreach/ISO_TC_211_Standards_Guide.pdf 

mailto:protectedareas@unep-wcmc.org
http://www.isotc211.org/Outreach/ISO_TC_211_Standards_Guide.pdf


3. How is the WDPA compiled? 

 

The WDPA is compiled in collaboration with a wide range of governmental and non-governmental 

organizations which submit protected area data to UNEP-WCMC. All data included in the WDPA 

must meet the WDPA data standards. The process of formatting and validating the data to include 

it in the WDPA can take from a few days to several weeks, after of which the WDPA is made available 

through Protected Planet: www.protectedplanet.net (Figure 3.1). 

This section describes the different data providers, explains the frequency on which the data is 

requested, and describes the process for submitting and validating the data included in the WDPA. 

 

Figure 3.1 The WDPA workflow: UNEP-WCMC works with closely with data providers to verify, improve, and 

format the protected areas datasets to comply with the WDPA data standards. Data is then integrated into 

the WDPA and made available online through www.protectedplanet.net. 

 

3.1. Data providers 

The WDPA is sourced by over 600 data providers ranging from governments to individuals. All data 

is provided by the entity with the intellectual property (IP) rights in the data itself and this is not 

conferred to UNEP-WCMC, IUCN or any third-party user of the WDPA. All IP right holders are 

protected by the WDPA Terms of Use (section 4.2.). There are currently five main source types for 

data included in the WDPA: 

1. DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭΥ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōπƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ 

ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ŘŀǘŀΦ  

2. LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘǎΥ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 

ǘƘŜ wŀƳǎŀǊ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ¦b9{/h aŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 

tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ 

3. wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΥ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ 

ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŀ нллл 

ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜΦ  

http://www.protectedplanet.net/
http://www.protectedplanet.net/
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4. bDhǎΥ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bDh ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ 

ƻǊ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ǘȅǇŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊ ƻǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 

ŀƎŜƴŎȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ bDh ŀƭǎƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀΦ  

5. hǘƘŜǊ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΥ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴ ƻǊ 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 

ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƻǊ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ǘȅǇŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ Řŀǘŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜǎ 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ŀ 

ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦ 

²ƘŜƴ Řŀǘŀ ƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ¦b9tπ²/a/ ŀǎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ 

ǘƘe WDPA data standards. All data included in the WDPA is approved by the data provider prior 

to any dissemination or use. 

 

3.1.1 Benefits for countries of submitting data 
 

In addition to the creation of the UN List of Protected areas, the WDPA is used to calculate indicators 

related to several international processes. This includes indicators for the Convention on Biological 

Diversity, Sustainable Development Goals and IPBES (See Box 4.1). Moreover, there are several ways 

in which countries can benefit from providing data to the WDPA: 

 

¶ Inventory of national data: At the national level, protected areas might be managed by 

different institutions and/or governmental agencies, including community groups and 

private conservancies. Providing data to the WDPA enables countries to have a clearer 

picture of their protected areas network as a whole, through compiling within one single 

database multiple datasets. Furthermore, countries can access their protected areas data 

which can be viewed on a single map through www.protectedplanet.net and downloaded. 

¶ Capacity building: Help is provided to countries through capacity building to ensure the 

accuracy and completeness of their protected areas data and information. Training can be 

provided by UNEP-WCMC to strengthen skills on protected database management, the 

basics of GIS, or in any other relevant areas if needed and as requested by the data provider. 

¶ Contribute to scientific research/Highlight gaps: Through the use of the WDPA in scientific 

research, gaps in protected area networks can be identified and highlighted. Using 

knowledge on the distribution of areas important for biodiversity and ecosystem services 

and threats to them, alongside spatial information on aspects of the national infrastructure 

such as roads, cities and planning zones, systematic conservation planning can be 

undertaken to identify the most suitable places for the establishment of new protected 

areas in the country, to better achieve other important elements of Aichi Biodiversity Target 

11 such as representativity and connectivity. 

¶ Standardization of the information: Through providing systematic information to the 

WDPA, countries are guaranteed to hold a minimum amount of information for all of their 
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sites designated as protected areas, in a standardized and usable way, and increases the 

quality of their PA datasets. 

¶ Regional observatories: Improve provision of protected area information at the regional 

level, through the creation of regional observatories, such as the ASEAN centre for 

biodiversity, the European Environment Agency and the BIOPAMA Regional Observatories 

in Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific. This has the additional benefit of building 

partnerships between countries in a region and building capacity through knowledge 

transfer. 

3.1.2. Frequency of requests to data providers and selection criteria 

One of the key aims of the WDPA is to accurately reflect the coverage of protected areas within a 

country or region. For this reason UNEP-WCMC formally contacts data providers to request updated 

data. 

Although data providers are welcome to provide an update of their protected areas when this 

becomes available, UNEP-WCMC aims that data for a particular country should be updated every 

5 years. The criteria used to select countries for updates are as follows: 

¶ Countries where the quality of the data is poor: of particular importance is finding boundary 

data for protected areas where only point locations are currently known. The quality of data is 

determined by the currency of the dataset, the completion of minimum attributes and the 

percentage of polygons versus points (see section 3.3). 

¶ Countries that are identified as priorities by UNEP-WCMC and its partners due to low quality 

data, recent expansion of their protected areas system (e.g. creation of a number of Marine 

Protected Areas). 

¶ Countries and protected areas for which a formal agreement exists for UNEP-WCMC to 

regularly update this data: formal agreements exist that cover, for example, all of the European 

Environment Agency countries, Australia, the USA, Canada, South Korea and World Heritage 

sites. 

¶ New, highly significant protected areas: due to their size, biodiversity importance or other 

factor, are prioritized by UNEP-WCMC for inclusion in the WDPA on a regular basis. For example, 

new World Heritage sites. 

3.1.3. Submitting data to the WDPA 

Although anyone can submit data to the WDPA, the governance and/or management authority for 

the protected area(s) have priority over data submissions of the same protected area(s) from other 

sources. When the governance authority is not able to provide an update due to lack of capacity, 

lack of data or other prohibitive circumstance, they may suggest another provider to be contacted 

for an update. Only one version of any protected area is stored in the WDPA. 
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The process for a data provider to submit new data to the WDPA will vary depending on the type of 

data provider and whether a relationship with the data provider already exists, but it includes: 

1. wŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ²5t! Řŀǘŀ included in the WDPA Data Submission Pack provided to the 

prospective data provider; or review the data ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘǇƭŀƴŜǘΦƴŜǘ 

2. tǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ²5t! 5ŀǘŀ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ όǎŜŜ 

ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ нύΦ 5ŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ²5t! {ŎƘŜƳŀ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŜǘ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŀ 

{ǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ tŀŎƪ όǎŜŜ .ƻȄ оΦмύ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŜǇ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƴŜǿ ƻǊ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ 

Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŀ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŘŀǘŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŀ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŜǇ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΦ  

3. {ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇǳƭǎƻǊȅ Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ protectedareas@unep-wcmc.orgΥ 

¶ {Ǉŀǘƛŀƭ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ²5t! ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎΥ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀ ǇƻƭȅƎƻƴ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ 

ƭŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎƛǘǳŘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΦ  

¶ ²5t! {ƻǳǊŎŜ ¢ŀōƭŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǿƘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ōŀǎƛŎ 

ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ 

¶ ²5t! 5ŀǘŀ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘΦ 

Box 3.1 The Data Submission Pack 

The Data Submission Pack is usually sent to first time data providers. It includes the following 

documents:  

¶ Subset of protected areas data already stored in the WDPA.  

¶ WDPA Data Manual. 

¶ Blank WDPA shapefile schema (see Table 2.1). 

¶ WDPA Source Table (see Appendix 1). 

¶ WDPA Terms of Use (See section 4.2). 

¶ WDPA Data Contributor Agreement (see Appendix 2). 

Please contact the WDPA team at protectedareas@unep-wcmc.org for further information on 

data submission and/or to receive a data submission pack. 

 

It is best if a data provider shares a comprehensive GIS dataset, preferably as a file geodatabase, for 

the protected area network that they represent; e.g. National Parks or the country-wide protected 

area network. This should include the required spatial and attribute data.  

The WDPA team reserves the right to validate all data provided to the WDPA. UNEP-WCMC 

recommends that data providers other than the governance /management authority consider 

discussing proposed changes and updates with the governance/management authority for the 

http://www.protectedplanet.net/
mailto:protectedareas@unep-wcmc.org
mailto:protectedareas@unep-wcmc.org
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protected area(s) and submit the update jointly or have the governance/management authority 

submit the update directly after changing it in their own authoritative dataset. 

 

3.1.4. Difference between national statistics and statistics reported through the 

WDPA 
 

Statistics calculated from the WDPA may differ from national statistics. Different reasons for this 

include: 

¶ Difference in the methods used for digitizing a protected area: this includes differences in 

the scale, references to the administrative boundaries, resolution of the layer, coordinate 

system or geographic projection; all of which will have a great influence on the accuracy of 

the data. This might also explain differences in area measurements. 

¶ Difference in methodologies to calculate protected area coverage: National statistics and 

WDPA statistics might differ due to difference in what is considered as protected areas, 

methods followed to calculate the area, and datasets used to assess protected area 

coverage. 

¶ Accuracy of data in the WDPA: When data provided to the WDPA are not up-to-date, 

statistics calculated from the WDPA might be under- or mis-representing the real national 

coverage.  

¶ Gaps in protected area data: In cases where information on protected areas from a country 

are  managed by multiple agencies, the information reported through nationally or WDPA 

generated statistics might be different due to communication gaps between the different 

parties. 

¶ Non-government data providers: in analyses of the WDPA, including data where the VERIF 

ŦƛŜƭŘ Ґ Ψ9ȄǇŜǊǘ ±ŜǊƛŦƛŜŘΩ Ƴŀȅ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎΦ 

When UNEP-WCMC produces statistics on protected areas as reported by governments, 

these protected areas that are expert verified might be temporarily removed from the 

dataset. See section 3.2.3 for more information.  

 

3.2. Data verification and formatting of the WDPA 

When submission of new data has been completed, the data follows a number of phases aimed to 

1) Standardise the information received by data providers to make it compatible with the WDPA 

data standards; 2) Ensure the data submitted is verified by an authoritative source (in cases of non-

government data providers only). Once this is achieved the new data is integrated into the WDPA 

(Figure 3.2). 

Only one version of the same protected area will be stored in the WDPA. This section explains in 

detail the process from when data is received up to its integration in the WDPA and the decisions 

made when verifying the data. 
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Figure 3.2. Key phases for verification and formatting of spatial and tabular data before being integrated in 

the WDPA. 

3.2.1. Interactions with data provider 

This phase involves liaising with the data provider(s) and commencing interactions to obtain 

updated data on protected areas. This phase can take between a few weeks to months depending 

on the response of data provider. UNEP-WCMC holds long term relationships with data providers 

through the data contributor agreements as explained in section 2.4. 

3.2.2. Quality checking and data formatting 

All incoming data are subject to a series of quality checks and reformatting to ensure the data meets 

the WDPA data standards (see section 2). This phase can take from a few days to several weeks 

depending on the quality of the data received. The data first goes through a list of quality checks to 

ensure that attributes have been completed appropriately, source information has been provided, 

and spatial data is free of issues (Appendix 3). Subsequently, data is compared to the data already 

in the WDPA and cross-checked with the data provider until the final dataset is agreed. 

The most efficient updates are those  in which the format fits the WDPA Schema, and that contains 

at least the minimum required attributes and the appropriate information for the WDPA Source 

Table.  

Due to the inherent variability of data submitted by a wide range of data providers with different 

capacity and resources to digitize protected area boundaries, issues with the accuracy of the 

WDPA data should be expected. For more information about common issues with the data see 

section 4: Using the WDPA. 
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3.2.3. Verification process 

The WDPA will only store one version of a given protected area and all records in the WDPA should 

ōŜ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ²5t! ŦƛŜƭŘ Ψ±ŜǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ό±9wLCύ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΥ 

State Verified, Expert Verified, and Not Reported (for unverified data that was already in the WDPA 

ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ±ŜǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŦƛŜƭŘύΦ The name and contact details of the verifier are 

stored in the WDPA source table. A detailed description of these fields is available in Appendix 1.  

The role of data verifiers is to confirm that, to the best of their knowledge, the data provider has 

submitted correct information. They will also be asked to raise any concerns they have relating to 

data accuracy and to the process by which the data have been collected (including issues of free, 

prior and informed consent).  

The data verification process is in the early stages of implementation and will be refined and 

further developed in future updates of the WDPA manual. Basic principles for verification of the 

WDPA data are summarized in Table 3.1. 

 

 

Table 3.1 Basic principles for verification of the WDPA data. 

Data submitted 
by governmental 
sources 

The WDPA is underpinned by a United Nations mandate (Appendix 6). Data 
ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ{ǘŀǘŜ ±ŜǊƛŦƛŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ 
will be included in the WDPA after data formatting and quality control.  

Data submitted 
by non-
governmental 
sources 

Incoming data from non-government data providers undergoes a verification 
process before being added to the WDPA. Data can be verified either by state 
verifiers or by expert verifiers, depending on the wishes of the data provider. 
The VERIF attribute differentiates ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ άǎǘŀǘŜ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘέ ŀƴŘ άŜȄǇŜǊǘ 
ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘέ Řŀǘŀ. If neither party can verify the data, it does not enter the WDPA. 

Resolution of 
conflicts 

Where there is conflict between the opinions of the data provider and data 
verifier (for example, disputes over the correct boundary of a site), this is 
discussed with both parties in an attempt to reach a solution. Data providers 
are made aware of the verification process before submitting data, and are kept 
informed of its progress. In cases where no resolution can be found, data 
cannot enter the WDPA.  

Frequency of 
data verification 

 

Expert Verified data will aim to undergo a five-yearly review process. During 
this process, the data provider is contacted and asked to confirm that the data 
remains accurate. If the data provider cannot be reached, the data verifier is 
contacted. If there is a negative response, or if no response is received within 
five years, then the data is removed from the WDPA. 

 

3.2.4. Integrating Data into the WDPA 

Once a dataset has been formatted, verified and conforms to all aspects of the WDPA Data Standard, 

it is integrated into the WDPA. If the data provided is a complete update for a particular protected 
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area the new dataset will completely replace the existing data in the WDPA. Any protected areas 

within the WDPA that are not provided by the new dataset, will be sent to the data provider for 

approval to remove the outlying sites from the WDPA.  

The final dataset that is integrated into the WDPA, and any protected areas that have been removed 

from the WDPA are sent back to the data provider for final verification. Data providers are 

encouraged to retain WDPA IDs in their own datasets so future updates are more efficient. 

3.3. Assessing the quality of the WDPA and public release 

A new version of the WDPA is released ever month and made available through the Protected Planet 

webpage (http://www.protectedplanet.net). The WDPA release will include a report on attribute 

completeness for each of the attributes in the WDPA and for each of the protected area record in 

www.protectedplanet.net. 

The WDPA is team is always exploring better ways of assessing the quality of the data in the WDPA. 

Currently, four basic indicators are calculated for every monthly release (Figure 3.3). 

Indicator 1: Percentage of records with boundaries in polygon format 

This indicator measures the number of records in the WDPA in polygon format in relation to the number of records that 

are in point format. Points do not accurately represent a protected area. Thus, the least points the dataset stores the 

better quality the dataset is considered. The aim of the WDPA is to reach a value of 100 for this indicator. [Example below 

for Brazil] 

 

 

 

Indicator 2: Percentage of data attributes reported 

Each record in the WDPA has 28 fields for which data attributes are requested. This indicator shows the weighted 

percentage of data fields which have been reported, based on the minimum and complete attributes. A dataset that has 

all its fields completed is considered as a complete dataset which allows more comprehensive and in depth analyses on 

the status of a global, regional, or national protected area network. [Example below for Brazil] 

 

 

 

http://www.protectedplanet.net/
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Indicator 3: Percentage of records updated, or confirmed without change, by the data provider in the 

last 5 years 

UNEP-WCMC sets a target to update each record in the WDPA at least every five years. This indicator shows the percentage 

of records updated in the last 5 years (since January 2010). Accurate and up to date data on protected areas is fundamental 

to inform decisions and research questions. [Example below for Brazil] 

 

 

 

Indicator 4: Percentage of records where the area of the polygon is within 5% of the area reported 

The area (km2) reported for a protected area may sometimes differ from the area of the boundary polygon provided, 

possibly indicating a discrepancy within the information submitted. This indicator shows the percentage of records where 

the area 

of the 

polygon 

is within 

a 

threshold of 5% of the area reported. The threshold allows for differences due to projections and software used for 

calculating the GIS area. Ideally reported area and GIS measured area should match but this does not happen for many 

protected areas. This may be due to a number of reasons. For example, because there is a time lag between the expansion 

or reduction of a protected area and the update of its legal text. [Example below for Brazil] 

 

Figure 3.3. Quality indicators for countries in the WDPA, calculated on a yearly basis. Whole WDPA 

indicators are calculated on a monthly basis.   



 

4. Using the WDPA 

 

The WDPA is used by a wide range of groups including scientists, NGOs, private sector and 

international bodies. In addition, the WDPA is also fundamental for fulfilling several global reporting 

mechanisms, developing indicators and tracking progress towards protected areas targets (Box 4.1). 

This is recognised through a number of policy mandates upon which the global community has 

agreed (see Appendix 6). This section provides guidance on how to access, cite and use the WDPA. 

 

Box 4.1. Use of the WDPA for selected global reporting mechanisms and periodic reports  

¶ UN List of Protected Areas is the only global list of protected areas recognised by 

governments and mandated by the UN. It is produced by UNEP-WCMC in collaboration 

with governments and IUCN. The latest UN List of protected areas is available online at 

http://blog.protectedplanet.net/post/102481051829/2014-united-nations-list-of-protected-

areas 

¶ UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): WDPA statistics are used to report on at 

least three targets under Goal 14 and 15 of the new SDG goals. More information is 

available at: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1300 

¶ CBD Global Biodiversity Outlook: A summary of the status of biological diversity and an 

analysis of the steps being taken by the global community to ensure that biodiversity is 

conserved and used sustainably is published by the CBD and available at www.cbd.int/gbo/ 

¶ UNEP Global Environment Outlook: UNEPôs flagship publication Global Environment 

Outlook (GEO) report series keeps the state, trends and outlook of the global environment 

under review. http://www.unep.org/geo/ 

¶ Protected Planet Reports: The Protected Planet Report reviews progress towards the 

achievement of the protected area targets of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 

and Sustainable development goals (SDGs). More information at 

http://wcmc.io/ProtectedPlanetReport_2016 

¶ Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) has pioneered and developed a comprehensive 

Sustainability Reporting Framework for the private sector that is widely used around the 

world. The GRI recommends use of the WDPA by companies to report on environmental 

performance indicators G4-EN11, G4-EN12 and G4-EN13. More information at 

www.globalreporting.org  

¶ UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) Reports: WDPA statistics were used to 

report on progress towards the MDG goals, specifically goal 7 which aimed at ensuring 

environmental sustainability at a global level. More information at 

www.un.org/millenniumgoals/reports.shtml and http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg 

 

  

http://blog.protectedplanet.net/post/102481051829/2014-united-nations-list-of-protected-areas
http://blog.protectedplanet.net/post/102481051829/2014-united-nations-list-of-protected-areas
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1300
http://www.cbd.int/gbo/
http://www.unep.org/geo/
http://wcmc.io/ProtectedPlanetReport_2016
http://www.globalreporting.or/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/reports.shtml
http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg
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4.1. Accessing the data 

 

The WDPA is made available online through the Protected Planet website 

(www.protectedplanet.net), where data can be both viewed and downloaded for non-commercial 

use in different formats which include GIS format. A new version of the WDPA is uploaded to 

www.protectedplanet.net and made accessible to users on the first week of each calendar month. 

пΦнΦ ¢ŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ¦ǎŜ 
The use of the WDPA data is subject to strict Terms of Use which are available online at 

http://www.protectedplanet.net/terms . 

The WDPA is free for download or use for non-commercial purposes. Commercial use of the WDPA 

is restricted to specific Terms of Use3. The Terms of use also describe the conditions under which 

the WDPA should be reproduced by third parties and how the use of the WDPA should be cited and 

the sources acknowledged. 

For the avoidance of doubt, UNEP-WCMC reserves the right to determine whether a particular use 

of the WDPA Materials constitutes a Commercial Use or otherwise. 

4.3. Citing the WDPA 

In accordance with the WDPA Terms of use, UNEP and IUCN ask that copies of any published 

analyses that use the WDPA are submitted to UNEP-WCMC (protectedareas@unep-wcmc.org). This 

allows the WDPA team to track use of the dataset, identify any issues highlighted in analyses and 

note areas where the WDPA could be improved. The WDPA teams also appreciates being contacted 

where omission of valid data are noted by users, as they can then prioritise follow up with the 

protected areas authorities responsible for the omitted sites. 

The following citation should always be clearly reproduced in any publication, presentation or 

analysis involving the WDPA: 

UNEP-WCMC and IUCN (year), Protected Planet: [insert name of component database; The World 

Database on Protected Areas (WDPA)/The Global Database on Protected Areas Management 

Effectiveness (GD-PAME)] [On-line], [insert month/year of the version downloaded], Cambridge, UK: 

UNEP-WCMC and IUCN. Available at: www.protectedplanet.net. The WDPA team also produces 

global statistics that can be accessed at protectedplanet.net. The correct citation for the WDPA 

online statistics is: 

UNEP-WCMC (year), The World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA) statistics. Cambridge, UK: 

UNEP- WCMC. Accessed on: [insert day/month/year when the webpage was accessed]. 

                                                           
3 ά/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ¦ǎŜέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀύ ŀƴȅ ǳǎŜ ōȅΣ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ƻǊ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦΣ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅ όŀƴ 
Ŝƴǘƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ΨŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŦƛǘΩύ ƻǊ ōύ ǳǎŜ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǊ ƴƻƴ-profit entity for the purposes of revenue generation. 

http://www.protectedplanet.net/
http://www.protectedplanet.net/
http://www.protectedplanet.net/terms
mailto:protectedareas@unep-wcmc.org
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For a full metadata sheet on the WDPA see Appendix 5 

4.4. Take-Down Policy 

UNEP-²/a/ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ŀ ΨǘŀƪŜ-ŘƻǿƴΩ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ¦b9t-WCMC is notified of a potential 

breach of copyright, or potential violation of any law (including but not limited to laws on copyright, 

patent, intellectual property, trademark, confidentiality, or data protection), the dataset or relevant 

portion involved will be removed from the database as quickly as possible pending further 

investigation. The take down policy also applies in cases where UNEP-WCMC is notified that a site 

under the governance of indigenous peoples or local communities has been included in the WDPA 

without the free, prior and informed consent of the relevant stakeholders and rights holders.  

Full details on how this process is managed are available in Appendix 4. 

пΦрΦ ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ŦƻǊ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ 
 

¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

²5t! ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǿŀȅǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ƻƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƎŜǎΦ The following section is based on the advice most 

frequently sought from the WDPA team as well as errors and inconsistencies that have been 

observed by WDPA users. In this section, we flag some common misconceptions and assumptions 

made by those using the WDPA for both research purposes and decision making. We also review 

some of the perceived errors commonly identified by data users, known caveats and limitations 

associated with the database, and provide some recommendations on how to accurately interpret 

the data.  

Lǘ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ 

ǘƻ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻǊ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΦ CƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǊƛŜǎ 

ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ǘŜŀƳ ŀǘ 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘŀǊŜŀǎϪǳƴŜǇπǿŎƳŎΦƻǊƎΦ 

4.5.1. Getting started 

What is the purpose of my analysis? 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ŦƻǊ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

ǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ L{hо ŎƻŘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘΦ .ȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻƳŜ 

ǘǊŀƴǎōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ L{hо ŎƻŘŜǎ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ΨΤΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ 

ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōŀǎŜ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 

ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ 

ƭŀȅŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘΦ LŦ 

mailto:protectedareas@unep-wcmc.org
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the purpose instead is to do a gap analysis for a given species users should be aware that point data 

(i.e. protected areas with an unknown boundary) can have a big effect on the final results depending 

on whether you exclude them or use them as buffered points. This problem is also dependent on 

the proxy used to represent species distribution. Finer proxies are more likely to exacerbate the 

problem of protected areas that do not have a boundary. ¢ƘǳǎΣ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛǎ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ Ŧƭŀǿǎ ƛƴ 

ŀƴȅ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎΦ 

wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ ! ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƻ ǎŎƻǇƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ Řŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǾŜŀǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ 

ƳŀŘŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΦ 

Database Size 

¢ƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²5t!Σ Ŏŀƴ ƘƛƴŘŜǊ ƻǊ ǎƭƻǿ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ²5t! ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ 

ŎƻƳǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ WǳƴŜ нлмт ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ мΦлф 

DƛƎŀōȅǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ нмрΣолр ǇƻƭȅƎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ муΣрум Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ пфт ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦ 

wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ ! ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎǇƭƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŜŘ 

ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǳǎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ  

Which version of the WDPA to use? 

The WDPA is a snapshot of protected areas status at the time of a WDPA release. The global 

protected area system is constantly changing, with sites or their attributes being added, removed 

and changed on a constant basis. 

Because of the way in which the WDPA is compiled (see section 3), there is usually a lag between a 

protected area becoming designated or proposed and it appearing in the WDPA. For this reason, it 

is possible that recently designated or proposed protected areas have not been included in the 

WDPA yet or that some protected area boundaries are different in the WDPA than in other sources. 

Recommendations: It is unlikely that statistics on the number or area of protected areas calculated 

for an analysis in any one year will remain static. As the WDPA is constantly experiencing 

modifications and improvements, the most recent version of the WDPA should be used and cited in 

accordance with the WDPA Terms of Use (see section 4.2).Any analysis using the WDPA should 

clearly identify the version used and how the data was sourced. 

Map Projections 

The WDPA is supplied in a geographic co-ordinate system: WGS84. The Mollweide projection is used 

ǘƻ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ άDL{ !ǊŜŀέ όDL{ψ!w9!ύ ŀƴŘ άƳŀǊƛƴŜ DL{ ŀǊŜŀέ όDL{ψaψ!w9!ύ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t! 

attribute table. Lƴ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘǎΣ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ 
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ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀǇ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

²5t!Φ  

wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ As a general rule, global analyses in which areas or percentage of protection 

are being calculated is best conducted within an equal area projection such as Mollweide. For 

analysis of distance (proximity analysis) an equidistant projection may be preferable. Note that any 

calculations of irregular features (e.g. coastline) will be strongly influenced by the scale at which the 

data being used was digitised. For any analyses at finer scales than the global scale (e.g. regional or 

national), the appropriate projections to use will vary on a case-by-case basis and analysts must 

research the best spatial reference system to use for the area of interest and scale of the study. 

Points and polygons 

Protected area spatial data is collected in the form of boundary (polygon) wherever it is available, 

or as a single latitude and longitude coordinate (point) data where boundary data is not available. 

The central point of each protected area is usually requested but this is not always possible thus 

users should not assume that all points in the WDPA represent the central point of a given protected 

area. 

Boundary data for an individual protected area may be unavailable for a number of reasons such as 

lack of capacity to map protected areas or confidentiality issues preventing public dissemination of 

data. The WDPA team does not digitize boundaries nor make modification to the data received other 

than verification and formatting agreed with the data provider. The two data types, points and 

polygons, are held in a single geodatabase as separate feature classes. 

wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ Řŀǘŀ ǘȅǇŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ 

Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ф҈ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмсΣ ŜȄŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ 

ŀƴȅ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƎƭƻōŀƭƭȅΦ ¦ǎƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ Řŀǘŀ ƛƴ 

ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ пΦрΦнΦ 

Raster or Vector Analysis 

The WDPA is a vector database. Any transformation of the WDPA and decisions on whether to use 

vector or raster analysis techniques will depend on the nature of the data to be overlaid with the 

WDPA data, the aim of the research and the resources ς computational power and time available.  

wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ If most or all of the other datasets are in raster format then a raster analysis 

might be the preferred option. In such cases, care must be taken to consider the cell size used, when 

converting the WDPA data to raster data. When vector data is converted to raster data it is 

generalized to each grid cell (which will have a pre-defined size based on the scale and scope of the 

analyses). Therefore any derived results cannot be compared to doing the same analysis with the 

WDPA in vector data format.  
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4.5.2. Known issues 

Spatial Accuracy  

! ƳŀǇ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǿƻ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ Řŀǘŀ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

ŜȄŀŎǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎŎŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŀǘŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ǘŜŀƳ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΦ Iƻǿ Řŀǘŀ 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛƎƛǘƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǎŎŀƭŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀǇ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΣ ŎƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜ ƳŀǇǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ 

ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ όŜΦƎΦ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƻǊ ƭŀƪŜǎύ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀΦ {ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōŀǎŜ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǾƛǎǳŀƭƛȊŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ 

ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ƭƛŜΦ LǎǎǳŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǊƛǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ 

ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ƳŜǘŀŘŀǘŀ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ DL{ 

ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƛǎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΦ 

wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ǳǎŜǊ ǾƛǎǳŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ƻǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎΣ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ŘŀǘŀΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ CƻǊ ŀ ŦŀƛǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴΣ ŀƴ ŀƴŀƭȅǎǘ 

Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ƳŜǘŀŘŀǘŀ 

ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜπƳŀǇ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊƭŀȅ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ ƻǊ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ 

ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅΦ {ƻƳŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǇŀƴŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ±ƛǎŎƻƴǘƛ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ όнлмоύΦ 

Overlapping Protected Areas 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t!Φ ¢ƘŜǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇǇƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ L¦/b ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ designations under 

regional or international conventions and agreements. CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜ 

ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊƪ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻǊ ŀ wŀƳǎŀǊ ǎƛǘŜ 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇ ƳƛƎƘǘ 

ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ 

ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜŀŎƘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  

Recommendations: When undertaking spatial analysis with the WDPA for protected area coverage 

ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ΨŦƭŀǘΩ ƭŀȅŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ƴƻ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŘƻǳōƭŜ 

counting of protection. This can be done using a variety of GIS software tools. The parameters of 

the dissolve function will depend on the purpose of the analyses. During the dissolve process some 

information will be lost. 
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Point Data 

Wherever possible within the WDPA, point data are being replaced with boundary (polygon) data 

through engagement with data providers. Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ 

ŀǊŜŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ ƴŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜǎΣ ǊƻŎƪǎΣ ŎŀǾŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜǎΣ ǘǳŦŀ ǎǇǊƛƴƎǎ ŜǘŎΦ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǎŜǎ 

ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŀ ǇƻƭȅƎƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 

ŜȄƛǎǘΦ  

¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ 

ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴȅ ŀƴŀƭȅǘƛŎŀƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ 

ōǊƛƴƎ ƛƴŀŎŎǳǊŀŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ  

Recommendations: ²ƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴΣ ŀƴȅ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ 

Ǉƻƛƴǘ Řŀǘŀ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΦ 9ȄŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǳƴŘŜǊŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ōǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΣ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ 

ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΦ If the area of a point feature has not been reported, it may be best to exclude it. In this 

caseΣ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ψw9tψ!w9!Ω Ŝǉǳŀƭǎ ȊŜǊƻ would be removed from the dataset prior to analysis. 

The remaining points can be buffered by calculating the radius of a circle proportional to the 

reported area of the site using GIS geoprocessing tools. This is only one option however, and a case-

specific approach should be taken. Another option, for example, is to apply a set buffer size to point 

with no reported area. To ensure accuracy geodesic buffers should be used. A point buffering 

process enables point data to be converted into polygons that are of the same size as the area 

reported. The buffered point data can then be combined with the polygon data to allow analysis of 

a single protected area dataset. However as previously mentioned the exact shape of the protected 

area is not known so the buffered point is only a representation of the protected area and it may 

therefore introduce inaccuracies in the results over estimating or underestimating protected area 

coverage. It should also be noted that after creating a flat layer as described above, the area of some 

of the buffered points may no longer be conserved because of spatial overlap with other protected 

features. For more information on the magnitude of these inaccuracies see Visconti et al. (2013). 

Buffered points to calculate global protected area have been used in a number of high impact 

publications, notably the 2012 and 2014 Protected Planet Reports (Bertzky et al. 2012, Juffe-Bignoli 

et al. 2014) and recent scientific publications (e.g. Venter et al. 2014, Butchart et al. 2015). 

Marine Protected Areas 

¢ƘŜ ΨaŀǊƛƴŜΩ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜǎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 

ΨлΩ όƴƻ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘύ ΨмΩ όǎƛǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǊǊŜǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎύΣ ΩнΩ site is entirely located in 

the marine environment. These values are assigned by UNEP-WCMC in collaboration with the data 

provider, using a geospatial analysis. Protected areas where the analysis suggests that 98% or more 

of the area is terrestrial are givŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ΨлΩΦ Protected areas where between 3% and 97% of the 
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ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ΨмΩΦ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ фу҈ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŀǊŜ 

ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ΨнΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ΩaŀǊƛƴŜ wŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀΩ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŎƻƳponent of 

ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨwŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀΩ ǿƘŜƴ 

the protected area is totally in the marine realm.  

Because of the issues explained above, the accuracy of marine portions of a given protected area 

can vary enormously depending on the accuracy of the original digitization of the boundary. 

The GIS Marine Area field (GIS_M_AREA) in the WDPA is calculated using the world vector shoreline 

(http://shoreline.noaa.gov/data/datasheets/wvs.html). 

Recommendation: Given the potential for error in the Marine field in the WDPA, the WDPA team 

recommends using an intersection with a coastline, territorial seas, exclusive economic zone or 

other marine base layer of an appropriate scale in order to identify the marine area portions of 

protected areas that fall within the marine area of interest. For peer reviewed methodologies on 

how to calculate marine protected area coverage see Thomas et al. (2014).For more information on 

the potential errors due to different resolution of marine biodiversity data and accuracy in protected 

area boundaries see Visconti et al. (2013). 

Country boundaries and disputed territories 

¢ƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ t!w9b¢ψL{hо ŦƛŜƭŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t! 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘΦ 5ŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ L{hо ŎƻŘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ L{hо ŦƛŜƭŘΦ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘΣ ƴƻǘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 

ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǾŀǊƛŀōƭŜΦ 

Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǎƘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƳŀǇǎ 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ¦b9tπ²/a/ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƛƳǇƭȅ ŀƴȅ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ L¦/bΦ 

wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ ²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀǎ ƛǎ 

ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ƭŀȅŜǊ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƛǘŜŘΦ wŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ŀǘ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ Ƴŀȅ 

ǾŀǊȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ 

ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ 

ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƴƻƴπ¦b ǎǘŀǘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ 

ƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ƴǘŀǊŎǘƛŎŀΦ 

Transboundary Sites  

¢ǊŀƴǎōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 

ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ŎƻπƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¢ǊŀƴǎōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ L{hо ŎƻŘŜǎ 

ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜƳƛ Ŏƻƭƻƴ άΤέ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ όŜΦƎΦ ¦{!Τ/!bύΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΦ  

http://shoreline.noaa.gov/data/datasheets/wvs.html
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wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ ¢ƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

ǘǊŀƴǎōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ǎƛǘŜΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƛƴ 

ƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ŀ ŎƭƛǇ 

ƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ƭŀȅŜǊΦ  

4.5.3. Using the WDPA attributes 

Attribute Completeness 

²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ 

Řŀǘŀ ŦƛŜƭŘǎΦ DŀǇǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ Řƻ ŜȄƛǎǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ 

ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎΦ ΩwŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀΩ όw9tψ!w9!ύΣΩ{ǘŀǘǳǎ ¸ŜŀǊΩ ό{¢!¢¦{ψ¸wύΣ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ¢ȅǇŜ όDh±ψ¢¸t9ύ 

ŀƴŘ ΨL¦/b /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΩ όL¦/bψ/!¢ύ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƛƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t!Φ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ǘƻΥ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ 

ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘΣ ƻƭŘ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǳƴǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛǾŜ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΣ ƻǊ 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΦ 

wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǎǳōǎŜǘ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǘ 

ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ό!ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ мύ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ Řŀǘŀ 

ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΦ ¢ŀōƭŜ нΦм ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ 

Difference between reported area and GIS area 

.ƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ DL{ ŦƻǊ ǘŜǊǊŜǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ 

ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²5t!Φ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ w9tψ!w9!Σ w9tψaψ!w9!Σ DL{ψ!w9! ŀƴŘ DL{ψaψ!w9!Φ ¢ƘŜ 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ DL{ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²5t! ǘŜŀƳ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ aƻƭƭǿŜƛŘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǾŀƭƛŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜƭȅ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƻƴŜ 

ǾŀƭƛŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

ŀǊŜŀΣ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΦ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǎŜǎΣ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

ƳŀǇǇŜŘΣ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ƻǊ ŘƛƎƛǘƛǎŜŘ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǇŀƴŎȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŜǊǊƻǊ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  

Recommendations: ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ DL{ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎΦ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ DL{ ŀǊŜŀǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ 

ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŀǘ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘΦ DL{ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƎƭƻōŀƭΣ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊ 
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ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŎŀƭŜǎΣ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŜȄŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ {ŜŜ hǾŜǊƭŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ 

IUCN Protected Area Management Categories  

The WDPA stores the IUCN Protected Area Management Categories (recorded in field IUCN_CAT) 

for each of the protected areas where these categories are reported. The IUCN category is provided 

to the WDPA as part of the dataset, and is not assigned by the WDPA Team. There are many sites 

(both polygons and points) for which an IUCN management category have not been reported, have 

ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘΣ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ L¦/bψ/!¢ Ґ Ψbƻǘ wŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΩΣ Ψbƻǘ 

!ǎǎƛƎƴŜŘΩ ƻǊ Ψbƻǘ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜΩΦ 5ŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ Appendix 1. 

As section 1.4 explains, assigning IUCN management categories to protected areas, although 

recommended, is not a mandatory requirement for countries. The IUCN management category does 

not relate to a given designation (e.g. National Park), but to its management objectives, and 

therefore categories cannot be inferred by the designation listed. Moreover, the fact that IUCN 

management categories have not been reported may only mean that the country has not conducted 

a formal process to assign the categories to their protected area network, not that these protected 

ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǿŜƭƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 

interpretation of IUCN Protected Area Management Categories might be different in each country 

and therefore comparisons between countries should be taken with caution. 

RecommendationsΥ L¦/b ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ Ψbƻǘ wŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΩ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ 

as a category in its own right rather than excluding these protected areas completely. The same 

holds true for international designations of protected areas where the IUCN Category is listed as 

Ψbƻǘ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜΩ ƻǊ άbƻǘ !ǎǎƛƎƴŜŘέΦ Lƴ ŀƴȅ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

IUCN Category aǎ Ψbƻǘ wŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΩΣ bƻǘ !ǎǎƛƎƴŜŘΣ ƻǊ Ψbƻǘ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜΩ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

analyses. 

Status Year 

¢ƘŜ Ψ{ǘŀǘǳǎ ¸ŜŀǊΩ ό{¢!¢¦{ψ¸wύ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ 

a particular protected area. It does not refer to when the site was updated in the WDPA nor to when 

a geographical space was first protected but to the legal date of creation of the site.  

LŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘǳǎ ƛǎ ΨtǊƻǇƻǎŜŘΩΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘǳǎ ¸ŜŀǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘǳǎ ƛǎ 

Ψ5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘΩΣ ǘƘŜ Status Year is the year the site was designated. Some geographies may have been 

under some form of protection over time and subsequently became degazetted or replaced by a 

new type of protected area in a later year. Therefore, it is important to note that the Status Year is 

only associated with the current protected area designation and not the underlying geographic area. 

For example, if a Game Reserve designated in 1990 changed status to National Park in 2005, the 

status year for the National Park designation will be 2005 and the earlier Game Reserve will no 

longer be in the WDPA.  

It is also important to note that not all protected areas within the WDPA have a status year defined. 
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This occurs in old data that was submitted prior to the publication of the WDPA data standards or 

where data providers cannot or do not provide that information. 

Recommendations: The Status Year can be used to create graphs showing designation of protected 

areas over time. It cannot be used to show historical change in protection over a geographic area. 

When status year is not available users can either exclude these protected areas from analyses or 

include these protected areas in the baseline which is first year of the temporal analyses (see UNEP-

WCMC and IUCN 2016 for an example of the latter). Trends analyses is also possible by assigning a 

status year for a protected area based on pre-defined assumptions (see Butchart et al. 2015).  

The Designation fields 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴΥ 5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ όDESIG), 

Designation English (DESIG_ENG), and Designation Type (DESIG_TYPE). These are defined in the 

attribute descriptions in section 2 and Appendix 1. The Designation and Designation English fields 

can be used to select particular designations by English name or by the name given in the national 

language (i.e. National Park or Parque Nacional). The DESIG_TYPE field can be used to distinguish 

between sites designated at a national level (e.g. national parks), under regional agreements (e.g. 

EU Nature Directives) and under international conventions and agreements (e.g. natural World 

Heritage sites). Depending on the purpose of the analyses users may want to filter designations or 

designation types.  

The status field: Designated/Proposed/Not Reported/Established 

The status field in the WDPA provides information on whether a protected area has been 

established, designated, or proposed at the time the data was submitted. This field also allows some 

ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ άLƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘέ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 

sites. These values are described in the attribute descriptions in section 2 and Appendix 1. 

Recommendations: Users might want to decide to include designated protected areas only in their 

analyses. In that case ŀƭƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ {¢!¢¦{ Ґ ΨtǊƻǇƻǎŜŘΩΣ Ψ9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΩΣ ŀƴŘ Ψbƻǘ wŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΩ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

be removed. It is important to note that the removal of proposed sites may be excluding an 

important number of protected areas that might be delivering some conservation on the ground. 

These might still be identified as proposed because of the lag of reporting a change in status to the 

WDPA or because it takes several years for the legal system of a country to designate a proposed 

protected area. Similarly. In some specific cases it might be prudent to consider ΨtǊƻǇƻǎŜŘΩ and/or 

Ψ9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΩ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎΦ LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜΣ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

methodology. 
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4.5.4. What the WDPA cannot not be used for 

The WDPA provides information about the location, area, designation type, and governance system 

of protected areas of the world among other associated tabular data. The dataset has proved to be 

important to inform conservation planning exercises and tracking progress towards biodiversity 

targets at a global and regional level. However, unless combined with other types of data with 

ecological, physical, or social information, the WDPA by itself will not provide answers to some other 

important conservation questions. For example, the WDPA does not provide information on how 

well managed protected areas are and/or whether biodiversity within a given protected area is 

being effectively protected. The Global database on Protected Area Management Effectiveness (GD-

PAME) stores methodologies and associated indicators designed to assess protected area 

management effectiveness. The GD-PAME is linked to the World Database on Protected Areas 

(WDPA) through the WDPA ID. By linking both databases, the area of protected areas assessed 

under GD-PAME and therefore progress toward meeting global targets for Protected Area 

Management Effectiveness can be evaluated (See Coad et al. 2013). 
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Appendix 1 WDPA attributes and source table description 
 

This Appendix explains in detail each of the attributes used in the WDPA and in the WDPA source 

table.. 

WDPA attributes 
1. WDPA ID 

Field name: WDPA_ID 

Level of requirement: Minimum 

Provided by: UNEP-WCMC 
 

Accepted Values Description 

Number (Long Integer) 

12 characters 

The WDPA ID is 

generated by UNEP-

WCMC. 

The WDPA uses unique identification numbers to accurately track protected areas within the 

database over time. UNEP-WCMC assigns a WDPA ID to each new protected area at its first 

listing in the WDPA. The WDPA ID is a unique, persistent, globally unique identifier that is 

associated with the entity itself, made possible by a decree, gazette or other formal means of 

establishment. The WDPA ID is not unique to the geography of a protected area but to the 

designation of the protected area. There can be many overlapping forms of protection for any 

geographical area, and therefore there can be overlapping protected areas with different 

WDPA IDs. However there can be no other protected area with the same identifier. The WDPA 

ID remains unchanged throughout the life time of the protected areas. 

Once a protected area has been assigned a WDPA ID, it should be provided with that ID in all 

subsequent updates to the WDPA for that protected area. For more information on WDPA IDs 

please contact ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘŀǊŜŀǎϪǳƴŜǇπǿŎƳŎΦƻǊƎ 

 

2. WDPA Parcel ID 

Field name: WDPA_PID 

Level of requirement: Minimum 

Provided by: UNEP-WCMC 
 

Accepted Values Description 

Text  (String) 

52 characters 

The WDPA_PID is 

generated by UNEP-

WCMC. 

tŀǊŎŜƭ L5Ωǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŀƳŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ȊƻƴŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ 

and delineated. In practice, a protected area will have only one WDPA ID but can have several 

WDPA Parcel IDs if a number of parcels or zones have been defined spatially and submitted to 

the WDPA. Please note that the WDPA PID is unique to each record within the WDPA, while 

the WDPA ID is unique to each protected area. 

mailto:protectedareas@unep-wcmc.org
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Accepted Values Description 

Parcel ID's are used when in the same protected area different zones have been formally 

defined and delineated by the data provider e.g. different IUCN management categories. 

The structure of the parcel ID's is as follows: [WDPA_ID], [_], Parcel Letter 

The parcel letter will follow the English alphabet order. For example, the Mexican site 

Archipiélago de Revillagigedo which has the WDPA_ID of 101412 has two parcels associated 

with it: parcel 101412_A and parcel 101412_B. 

 

3. Protected Area Definition  

Field name: PA_DEF 

Level of requirement: Minimum 

Provided by: Data provider 

¢ƘŜ L¦/b 5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΦ  

Accepted Values Description 

1 
The site meets the IUCN and/or the CBD definitions of a Protected Area 

0 
The site does not meet the IUCN and/or CBD definitions, and ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ of a 

Protected Area. This value is not yet used (see section 1.3.2.). 

 

4. bŀƳŜ 

Field name: NAME 

Level of requirement: Minimum 

Provided by: Data provider  
 

Accepted Values Description 

Text (String) 

254 characters 

Legal or Official Names 

in Latin characters 

The Name of a protected area is the legal name of the sites as provided by the data provider. 

¢ƘŜ bŀƳŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ǘŜȄǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ Ψ¦ƴƴŀƳŜŘΩΣ Ψ¦ƴƪƴƻǿƴΩ 

or similar equivalents. Names do not have to be translated into English but text must be 

transliterated into Latin format. Accented characters are accepted.  

 

5. Original name 



 

 
42 

Field name: ORIG_NAME 

Level of requirement: Minimum 

Provided by: Data provider 

Accepted Values Description 

Text (String) 

254 characters 

Legal Names in Original 

Characters 

Examples: 

Great Barrier Reef; 

 

The name of the protected area in any language supported by UTF 8 encoding. The Original 

bŀƳŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ǘŜȄǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ Ψ¦ƴƴŀƳŜŘΩΣ Ψ¦ƴƪƴƻǿƴΩ ƻǊ 

similar equivalents.  

 

6. Designation 

Field name: DESIG 

Level of requirement: Minimum 

Provided by: Data provider 

Accepted Values Description 

Text (String) 

254 characters 

Examples: 

Parque Nacional; Réserve 

Spéciale; Nature Reserve  

The name of the designation of the protected areas in the native language (provided it is 

supported by UTF 8 encoding) 

The designation in some cases may also be part of the established or legal name of the 

protected area. Only the designation component should be listed here.  

 

7. English Designation 

Field name: DESIG_EN 

Level of requirement: Complete 

Provided by: Data provider 

Accepted Values Description 
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Text field 

Examples: 

National Park; Nature 

Reserve; Community 

Conserved Area 

 

The name of the designation of the protected area in English. 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά59{LDέ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 

language. 

 

8. Designation Type 

Field name: DESIG_TYPE 

Level of requirement: Minimum 

Provided by: Data provider 

The designation type is the category or type of protected area as legally/officially designated or proposed. In 

cases where a protected area has not been legally/officially designated or proposed Not Applicable can be 

used. 

Accepted Values Description 

National 

Example: National Park 

Protected areas designated or proposed at the national or sub-national level. 

Regional 

Example: Natura 2000 

Protected areas designated or proposed at the regional level. 

International 

Example: UNESCO 

World Heritage 

Protected areas designated or proposed through international conventions.  

Not Applicable Any protected area that is not legally/officially designated or proposed. 

 

9. IUCN Management Category 

Field name: IUCN_CAT 

Level of requirement: Complete 

Provided by: Data provider 
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Accepted Values Description3 

Ia Strict Nature Reserve 

Ib Wilderness area 

II National Park 

III Natural Monument or feature 

IV Habitat/species management area 

V Protected landscape/seascape 

VI Protected area with sustainable use of natural resources 

Not Reported 

For protected areas where an IUCN category is unknown and/or the data provider has not 

provided any related information. 

Not Applicable 

The IUCN Management Categories are not applicable to a specific designation type. This 

currently applies to World Heritage Sites and UNESCO MAB Reserves. 

Not Applicable also applies to a site that does not fit the standard definition of a protected area 

(PA_DEF field = 0).  

Not Assigned 
The protected area meets the standard definition of protected areas (PAF_DEF = 1) but the data 

provider has chosen not to use the IUCN Protected Area Management Categories. 

 

 

10. International Criteria 

Field name: INT_CRIT 

Level of requirement: Minimum 

Provided by: UNEP-WCMC 
 

Accepted Values Description 

Text (String) 

20 characters 

 ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦b9{/h ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ wŀƳǎŀǊ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ 

 

 

11. Marine 

Field name: MARINE 

Level of requirement: Minimum 

                                                           
3For a detailed description and application guidelines see Dudley (2008) and Stolton et al. (2013): 

http://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/iucn_assignment_1.pdf 

http://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/iucn_assignment_1.pdf
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Provided by: Data provider 

This field describes whether a protected area falls totally or partially, within the marine environment. 

Protected areas classified as marine within the WDPA can be either completely marine ς in a sea, ocean or 

equivalent ς or partially marine ς on the coast and intertidal/encompassing part of the sea/ocean. Protected 

areas encompassing brackish or tidal waters may be classified as marine, but freshwaters areas should not be 

classified as marine. The marine area in kilometers square should always be able to be given if a protected 

area is classified as being partially or totally within the marine environment. Further information on defining 

what a marine protected area is found in the IUCN Marine Protected Area Guidelines4 

Accepted 

Values 
Description 

0 The protected area is completely within the terrestrial and/or freshwater environments. 

1 The protected area is partially within the marine environment (coastal). 

2 The protected area is completely within the marine environment.  

 

12. Reported Marine Area (Km2) 

Field name: REP_M_AREA 

Level of requirement: Minimum 

Provided by: Data provider 

Accepted Values Description 

Number (Double) 

 

The reported marine area details the extent of the protected area in square kilometers provided 

ōȅ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ΨaŀǊƛƴŜΩ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛǎ ΨмΩ ƻǊ ΨнΩ. This can be as specified in the legal text for the 

site or if not specified this can be an estimate as reported by the data provider. 

LŦ aŀǊƛƴŜ ƛǎ ΨмΩ ƻǊ ΨнΩΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ 

in square kilometers, as specified in the legal text for the site. REP_M_AREA may be identical to 

the total Reported Area (REP_AREA) if the protected area is completely within the marine 

environment (Marine = 2). 

0 LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ aŀǊƛƴŜ !ǊŜŀ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎΩлΩΦ 

 

13. GIS Marine Area (Km2) 

                                                           
4Day J., Dudley N., Hockings M., Holmes G., Laffoley D., Stolton S. & S. Wells, 2012. Guidelines for applying the IUCN Protected Area 

Management Categories to Marine Protected Areas. Gland, Switzerland: IUCN. 

36pp.http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/gpap_home/gpap_capacity2/gpap_bpg/?11131/Guidelines-for-Applying-the-

IUCN-Protected-Area-Management-Categories-to-Marine-Protected-Areas 

http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/gpap_home/gpap_capacity2/gpap_bpg/?11131/Guidelines-for-Applying-the-IUCN-Protected-Area-Management-Categories-to-Marine-Protected-Areas
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/gpap_home/gpap_capacity2/gpap_bpg/?11131/Guidelines-for-Applying-the-IUCN-Protected-Area-Management-Categories-to-Marine-Protected-Areas
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Field name: GIS_M_AREA 

Level of requirement: Minimum 

Provided by: UNEP-WCMC 

Accepted Values Description 

Number (Double) 

 

tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘŜǊǎ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ¦b9tπ²/a/Φ CƻǊ ƳƛȄŜŘ 

ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǊǊŜǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎΣ ¦b9tπ²/a/ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ DL{ψaψ!w9! ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ 

ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΦ !ǎ ǿƛǘƘ DL{ψ!w9!Σ ǘƘŜ aƻƭƭǿŜƛŘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘ Řŀǘŀ. 

Note: it is not possible to calculate an area for point features.  

0 
LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ DL{ ŀǊŜŀ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘŜǊǊŜǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǎƛǘŜ ƻǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŜ 

DL{ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨлΩ 

 

14. Reported Area (Km2) 

Field name: REP_AREA 

Level of requirement: Minimum 

Provided by: Data provider 

Accepted Values Description 

Number (Long Integer) 

12 characters 

 

The Reported Area is the total protected area extent, including both marine (if applicable) and 

terrestrial areas, in square kilometers provided by data provider as specified in the legal text for 

the site. It should always be greater than or equal to the Reported Marine Area field. The total 

area should also be as close as possible, and ideally match, the GIS calculated area (GIS_AREA) 

of the polygon provided.  

0 LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨлΩΦ 

 

15. GIS Area (Km2) 

Field name: GIS_AREA 

Level of requirement: Minimum 

Provided by: UNEP-WCMC 
















































